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Use some of the words to define poetry. 

scent light sound

sky
sea

hear

feel

see
rose

What is Poetry? Who knows?
Not a rose, but the scent of the rose;
Not the sky, but the light in the sky;
Not the fly, but the gleam of the fly;
Not the sea, but the sound of the sea;
Not myself, but what makes me
See, hear, and feel something that prose
Cannot: and what it is, who knows.
Eleanor Farjeon
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I tell a story, and I 
can be quite long.

I’m sometimes 
passed down 

through spoken 
word or song.

Seventeen 
syllables, three 

short lines.
Everyone’s got a 

theme, and nature 
is mine.

Two parts 
naughty, 

one part nice.
My five funny 
lines will add 

giggles to your life

I’m a rebel, baby, 
I have no rules.
No rhyme and 

meter, I keep my 
cool.

• 17 syllables (5-7-5)
• doesn’t have to 

rhyme
• often about nature
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First letters of each 
line spell out a 
word, name, or 
phrase when read 
vertically.

From: Rhyming alphabet by Felicity Brooks
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One word runs 
vertically through the 
poem like a spine.

J. Seigal
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• humorous 
• five lines 
• rhyme scheme: 

aabba

• 5 lines
• 1-2-3-4-1
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• 4 lines
• rhyme scheme: 

aabb
• humorous
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Read the poem by J. Seigal from the book

and do the task.

Poetry allows us to pour out our feelings without penting our 
emotions.
Poetry allows us to understand a time in our lives which may 
be difficult to talk about.
Poetry allows us to say what we really feel when our voices may 
not be heard.
Poetry allows us to scream.
Poetry allows us to whisper.
Poetry allows us to try and make sense of this crazy world 
around us.
Poetry is a freedom to say hundreds of things and one thing.
Poetry is a communication between two hearts.
Poetry is an ongoing conversation.
Poetry wants your mistakes; there are no wrong answers…
Poetry is yours!
M. Hogg, 2022
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A busy buzzy
bumblebee,
a happy hopping
wallaby,
a cheeky chatty
chimpanzee –
that’s what’s in a poem.

A scrumptious slice
of birthday cake,
an ice cream with
a chocolate flake,
a tray of biscuits
freshly baked –
that’s what’s in a poem.

Joshua Seigal
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We’re going on bear hunt

The poet Joshua 
Seigal imagines in 
the poem what all 
the different objects 
in a classroom 
might say if they 
could talk.

Can you guess what 
they might say. 
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Tiger lily – tiigerliilia
Dandelion – võilill
Cowslip – nurmenukk
Dog rose –
koer-kibuvits
Snapdragon – lõvilõug
Catmint – naistenõges
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Poetry allows us to pour out our 
feelings without penting our 

emotions.

Poetry allows us to try and 
make sense of this crazy 

world around us.

Poetry allows us to say what 
we really feel when our 

voices may not be heard.

Dad badgered me to
grow up
hurry up
shut up
stop being a baby
stop whining
act my age
act like an adult
quit the crocodile tears,
as though
being a child was a serious 
problem
and something I could remedy.

From Toffee by S. Crossan

What does the poem 
say about the father-
daughter 
relationship? 
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I thought this would be
the year I get
everything I want.

Now I know this is
the year I appreciate
everything I have.

Expectation closed my eyes.
Gratitude opened them.
Fear closed my eyes.
Trust opened them.
Complaining closed my eyes.
Appreciation opened them.
Perfection closed my eyes.
Authenticity opened them.
Guilt closed my eyes.
Self love opened them.
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I am
a ship

this classroom
the bottle

that keeps my 
sails sagged

the clock ticks
until three

when Miss opens
the door –

lets in 
the wind

M. Goodfellow

Think how the student 
might feel. Why?

What could be the title 
of the poem?

I wish mum’s phone why my friends have vanished
was broken and my uniform’s a state

why I leave for school on time
battered but always get there late
beaten why turn away if someone 
smashed asks  how I am coping

I wish mum’s xxx I really
was broken really

really
maybe then she’d ask: really

wish mum’s xxx
was broken  
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I can get through a doorway without any key
And slip the leaves from great oak tree.
(Wind from a poem by J. Reeves)
**************
I swallow children, women, men.
I roar and roar and ROAR,
Then stop and spit them out again
An swallow up some more.
************
I’m a lift, a shiny lift,
With thin white passengers to shift.
Squeeze them in and send them down.
When they come up they’ll be golden brown.
Riddles by J. Donaldson

J. Seigal



26/08/2022

16

/

• tell stories in a fewer words than prose;

• experiment with vocabulary;

• be creative;

• become better at spelling;

• experiment with different writing devices;

• build up wide vocabulary and varied grammar;

• understand and express their feelings;

• develop their own opinions and use their voice.
Hacking, C. (2020);  Waugh, D., Neaum, S., & Waugh, R. 
(2013)
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To find rhymes you can 
use the Rhymezone. 
Go to 
lingid.ee/rhymezone
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Kick off Nod off Rush in

Sit down Switch off Wake up

Snooze away Switch on

Rush in

Switch on

Kick off

Sit down

Nod off

Snooze away

Wake up

Switch off
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A poem's form gives its 
structure: e.g. its line lengths 
and meters, stanza lengths, 
rhyme schemes (if any) and 
systems of repetition etc.

Giving students structured 
forms is a great way to begin 
teaching and writing poetry. 
They provide students with 
specific rules for correctly 
creating them. Having 
specific rules alleviates initial 
student resistance and eases 
anxiety.
Cohen, 2011; Glatch, 2021

Silverstein
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I look in the mirror and what do I see?
An average, fun, kind person looking back at me.
I’m really good at swimming
and love to dance.
I spend lots of time reading
and can’t wait for romance.
I could improve my math skills
and algebra is hard for me,
but I know, if I try, I’ll be the best I can be.
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They cook, they clean
They read, they dream
They eat ice cream
Teachers are human too

They sing and clap
They jog, they nap
With dog on lap 
Teachers are human too

They laze about
They preen, they pout
They’re full of doubt
Teachers are human too 

They make a brew
They’re just like you
They sometimes even
Use the loo

(It’s true!)
Because teachers
Are human too. 

Joshua Seagal
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say what needs to be said,
do what needs to be done,

heal what needs to be healed,
love what needs to be loved,
try what needs to be tried,
leave what needs to be left.

M. Godfred
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