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I once heard a story about a boy who loved
reading books madly. So much so that he would
even read them aloud to the cows in the pasture.
On top of that, the boy could also speak in
rhyme. Sounds like a fairy tale, doesn’tit? In any
case, it’s hard to imagine something like that
happening today. That someone would read out
of their own free will. That a child would pick up
a book not because the teacher told them to, but
because the world i ply pulls them in
And yet, there was once a time when books
played an important role in a young person’s life,
offering entertainmentas well as opening the
path to knowledge.
Urba, L. Is Reading a Thing of the Past?
Postimees May 025.
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“Are bookworms becoming extinct?

¢ The 2024 What Kids Are Reading Report (n=1.2 million pupils across
the UK and Ireland) revealed a 4.4% decrease in the number of books
read by pupils.

* The UK Annual Literacy Survey in 2025 (n = 114,970), revealed that the
percentage of children and young people who said they enjoyed reading
was its lowest in 20 years.

* 1in 3 (32.7%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 said that they
enjoyed reading in their free time in 2025 (a 36% decrease in reading
enjoyment levels since 2005).

* The drop in reading enjoyment over the last year has been especially steep
among primary-aged children and boys, particularly boys aged 11 to 16.




THE MOTIVATION FOR READING 2

* 2 in 5 children and young people were motivated to read when material
related to a favourite film or TV series (38.1%) or matched their interests
or hobbies (37.1%).

¢ 3in 10 (30.9%) were drawn in by an interesting book cover or title.
¢ 1in 4 (26.6%) valued having the freedom to choose what they read.
* Hearing recommendations from friends, family or teachers.

* Encouraging reading through a variety of formats.
The UK Annual Literacy Survey, 2025
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Research says:

© The teacher’s love for literature and
ability to find reading and writing
material that interests pupils are crucial.

Reading is like an
infectious disease: it
is caught, not taught.

e It is crucial that the teacher gathers
information about his or her pupils’

5 e . > And you can’t catch
interests. With interesting reading it Froray— 1o
material it is possible to encourage even hasn’t got it.

the most reluctant readers to read. C. Nuttall

Merisuo-Storm, 2006, cited in Waugh et al., 2013.

BASIC CHILDREN'S BOOK

AGE CATEGORIES

Board Books 0-3y/o  Max. 300 words

~0

Picture Books 48y/o 600 - 1000 words

|
i

Early Readers  58y/o  Max. 2000 words

8.5k - 12k words

Chapter Books 6-10y/0 TS

=
Middle Grade . 30k - 50k
Fiction B2 words

45k - 80k

12+y/o WGTas

Young Adult
(V4)
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Protagonist

Topics

typically aged 8(9)-12

family (including heavy topics like grief and divorce)
friendships (especially lost, new or evolving friendships)
relationships (including innocent crushes)

school life (including conflicts and problems)

the question of belonging at home, school or in the community
growing sense of identity, personal growth

awareness of what's going on in the wider world

navigating the challenges of life

fantasy and adventure

MGL helps children to develop empathy, build their imagination and learn valuable life lessons.

Language
Plot

Ending

clear narration, avoids excessive slang and swearing

simpler, slower pace, allowing for character development and exploration of themes
through relatable events

a clear resolution and a sense of hope or optimism
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* a whole book

o titles

* book covers
* book trailers

® blurbs
 extracts

e illustrations

® reviews

~ PRE, WHILE

englishteaching101.com
—

What tasks
could be
done before
reading?

* Discussions about the topic
* Activating prior knowledge
* Matching the title with a genre
* Predicting the plot
* Describing/ analysing images
* Suggesting a title based on
images
* Searching information
* Vocabulary review
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| The illustrated cover

A half-open door to a dimension
that is still unknown. And it
hopes to trigger emotional
experiences, promote thought,
bring back memories and
references to knowledge that are
strengthened by reading, helping
first and foremost to recognise
their presence and meaning
(Bernardi, 2019).
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You can’t judge a book by its cover. Or can you?

 Look at the cover and blurb of the book.

¢ Explain how they are designed to entice you to read the book:
* What do we know from the blurb?
* What do we want to find out?
¢ Does the story look predictable?

Sample

Look at the front and back f the book
task for and answer the questions in full sentences.
younger Who is the auther of the book?
learners

Caw Yo name at least +wo charasters from the book?
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Tagline

Blurb

Testimonials
/ Reviews

Author + Book
info

L Name Hhe fite of the book and MAIARY 22
Infroduce, the main character(s). =

2. Say one (or two) sentences Tride loses

her favorite

about the |7FO|9|(’/W\ in the 51'0"\’ bonny.

Will she ever find
her favorite bonny?
Read the book to
find out!

Dtpvense shudeinl eingagenneinl m%j

SEE, THINK, WONDER
Readfing Activities
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ITSNOTEASYTO  WHEN YOURE... " 5
Is it typical fora Ten-year-old Solo -
ten-year-old boy gnlbarrassingly', that isn’t short
to wear a suit to for anything - just wants to be

hool? normal.

SO y He wants a name that doesn’t
Why do you think stand out. He wishes he had a
he goes to school proper school uniform that

in a suit? fitted him. He dreams about a

mum who doesn’t get the Big
Bad Reds, like his mum Morag.
But most of all he longs to stop

Based on the short
blurb, what other
questions could be
asked?

erals for the free
food.

What tasks can . Sea.rch for information
. * Identify and solve problems
be don? while * Create character profiles/ character
reading? scrapbooks
* Jigsaw reading
* Draw maps/ settings
* Analyse illustrations
+ Tell the story from a different point of
view
* Put events in the order
» Write letters to/ from the characters
* Learn new vocabulary

What do you
know about
the London

Read the
extract and
write out as

many facts as




Monday 24 May, 11.32 a.m.
Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board
the London Eye. The pod rises from the ground.

Monday 24 May, 12.02 p.m.
The pod lands and the doors open. People exit -
but where is Salim?

Has he spontaneously combusted? [Ted's theory.
Has he been kidnapped? [Aunt Gloria's theory.
Is he even still alive? [The family’s unspoken fear.]
Even the poice are bafled. Ted, whose brain runs on
s own unique operating system, and his older sister,

whil time ticks dangerously by . .

‘Immediately appealing’
iardian

Winner of the NASEN Children's Book PR

'When it's time to stop you
just can't put it down so you
have to read another chapter

and another one and
another one until you're
satisfied.

The Guardian,

20 December 2012
The suitable age group for it I

would say about 9-10+ but
really, I think it's for anyone to
read because it's just got such a
good mystery to it you actually
feel like your part of the
investigation as well.
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tLASSROOM EXAMPLES

From: CLPE. https/
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EXTRACT 1: SAVING THE PLANET (taken from Chapter I: Spanner in The Works)

\\/

R

Iwatched this documentary
the other day and it showed

how harmiul plastics can be. Get this - every
day approximately eight million pieces of plastic

pollution find their way into the sca. Eight million!!!

Thats more.
plastic in the sea
than there are

and generally
be more
environmentally
friendly.

Keziah and
Jake are both
down with the

people iving
in the whole
of Scotland!
Unbelicvable!

Sosince then I've been making the entire

family ditch single use plastic, start recycling

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

~ Task ‘Save

Cookie’s birthday

Canyou believe

"
that a one and a half degree rise in average

temperature will have an
irreversible effect on our
planet?! Loads of different
specics would be wiped
outt
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the Planet i)arty

party is coming up
and she has had
the most fantastic
idea for a ‘Save the
Planet’ party
where everything
is recyclable and
no plastic is used.

~Lenny, 12 and Bruce

Who might the people in the
picture be? What do you
think their relationship is?




“Lenny, 12 says:

Imagine being trapped in a world with everything you hate. Picture how
that makes you feel. Well, that’s school for me.

Which feelings and emotions do you associate with school and why?

So, today in English Liam McAvoy called me Fatso. Sometimes he’s
swallowed a dictionary and says Chunky. Other times Blubber. But Fatso
is the main one. Teachers have never called me it, but I know the word
pinballs around their brain cells. I caught Mr Sutton, the PE teacher,
giggling his head off when I was playing dodgeball once. He tried to hide
it but I snared him, standing there like a human letter A, arms folded,
legs spread and cheese-faced.
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What should you do if you witness a classmate being treated like Lenny?

e - What do you
Nate 10 think Nate
2 means by feeling
... asks his teacher Mr Joshua: “full” yet “empty”
at the same
How can my head time?

be so full of stuff, Sir
so full of sadness
so full of questions
so full of anger

Can you relate to the
feelings described in
the poem? What

so full of pain answer would you
yetlam give to Nate’s
so question?
empty?

IT'S NOT EASY TO WHEN YOU'RE...




“Which of these might be a typical funeral
food in Britaig2e..
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There’s & things you should know about me: /

1. 1live on a cruise ship.
2. My name is Silver. Yes, really.

3. 've never had a best friend my own age.

4. ’m definitely not a detective.

filled with doodles, quizzes
and space to scribble!

I. Animal
A bogs
B Cats

2. Food
A Pizza

3 Place
A The sea
B. The peol

1 cant fo know you befter, @ ]

lef's do a quick quiz:

Which do you fke best? ((Circe fhe answers )

C. Pygmy hippos (look them up = SO cute)

B Chocolate: 4
C. Healthy, healthy salad vith a crunchy
coafing of health

C. The bath

10
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. Hobby = -
AYoTube ol
B. Videogames .
€ Books (@
N

/ \
5. Do you have 3 BFF?

A Yes v

B.No

. Not yet but | really want one &
Now sdd up all your answers.
Mostly As? You are my kind of person. Do you have
a dog? It so I'm verrrry jealous. I'm not allowed pets
onboard. izza! The seal The ship Wi-Fi s the worst

for YouTube but I love it. You should definitely keep.
Teading. Oh, and if you have a BFF — TEACH ME HOW!

Mosfly Bs? We are alike. I think we'd be friends. On this
cruise there's a whole buffet made of chocolate on one of

the days - you'lllove it There are some cool videogames

in Kids Club (NOT that 1 go there any more).

And you're brave if you ke swimming pools.
You should defnitely keep reading this book. And if
you picked that you don't have a BFF, maybe we can

help each other.

Mostly Cs? SALAD?!!I! Mum, is that you? You might
have picked the pygmy hippos though, and tha's cool.
Isaw one once in Africa and it was ADORABLE. T asked
Mumif we could keep it and she did that eye-rolly thing
that means, “You know the answer to that question.”
Books - yay, you should definiely keep reading this one,

‘2aaaaand you want a BFF too?

WE CAN b0 THIS.

TIP UPSIDE DOWN TO READ:

e e pusiopun

oM ok astieasd mou wop sty i oy dn-umos
©osnok ssoun Yy 11 LG ‘SRS oo o on
00 s Burpea wo A1z progs nod prs | Aeeeeeyo sox
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Imagine you are lost in the woods or countryside
without a smartphone, Google Maj the
Internet. How would you find your way ba

home?

Think of:

* Natureas a guide - How could the sun, moon, or stars help you find direction?

+ Landmarks - What natural or human-made signs (rivers, hills, roads, fences) might guide your way?
*+ Instinct & memory - How could you use memory of your path or instinct to retrace your steps?

+ Listening & observing - What sounds (like roads, rivers, farms) or smells could hint at human settlements?

The book is perfect for mature
“A master storyteller” Abi Elphinstone (m readers in upper KS2 [9-11 years]
useonne who enjoy an immersive readin
experience and a thought-provoking
narrative with the potential to s
some very profound discussion

11



mirror?

Near the exit of the library

is thg bathroom:
In the bathroom Wh)’ doyou
is a mirror. think Jake (13)

feels like this?

In the mirror

is an ugly, grotesque blob
staring back at me,
telling me I'm a waste of space,
pathetic, worthless.

Is that really me?
I usually avoid mirrors.

Mirrors are
cruel, ruthless.

Do mirrors tell lies?

JOHN 8€HU

e /

Louder than Hunger tells Jake’s story

Jake volunteers at Tinley Terrace, a nursing home near his house.

He loves books.

He loves musicals and movies.

He avoids people his own age.

He avoids mirrors and food.

There’s a very loud voice inside his head that tells him he’s unworthy of

taking up space. That he’s unworthy of a happy life.

Eventually, Jake’s hospitalized at Whispering Pines for anorexia nervosa,

obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD), and depression.

Jake’s story is based on the author’s experiences and emotions while

living in multiple residential treatment facilities as a teen.

8/24/2025
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n-year-old Gala and her Dad Jordi have just
moved to Scotland from Spain to live with
Jordi’s boyfriend Ryan. Gala feels lost, lonely
and unable to be her usual funny self. Until
she befriends Natalie, a girl with selective
mutism. Gala notices that Natalie collects
words. The very idea that words are tangible
items to be collected seems brilliant ...
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In Sophie Cameron’s book Away
With Words, words have a
physical presence after they are
spoken. They are different
colours, sizes and fonts,
depending on who has spoken,
what the word means and how it
has been said.

Look at your word
and think what

colour and they could
be. Share your
thoughts with your

have colour? partner(s).

e, 7:\/
Teaching ideas: Search for words to build a word bank

+ Write down words that stand out to you from books or extracts.

+ Listen to conversations, or pay close attention to words when
you're watching shows or films. Write down any words that stick
in your mind.

< Write down some of your favourite words - words you love
because of how they sound or make you feel.

< Write your own poem using the words.

When writing down your chosen words, you could use different colours:
and styles to represent how the words feel, or what they mean. For
example, if you were writing the word “fluffy’, you could make the lette:
look fluffy through their size and colour, maybe giving them a fluffy
outline! Or, if you were writing the word “jagged’”, you could make the
letters thin and sharp.

Ideas from: LoveReading 4kids

13



“Learn new words

Read the extract from the
book and do the tasks.
How many new words did
you learn?
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lllustration from The Guardian 16. December 2018

Illustration from Cross MY Heart and Never Lie by N. Dasnes

14
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raw the characters

— i
In John Donne School, : Kﬁ% =

UK, in Year 5 children
were reading the book
"The London Eye
Mystery’. Their task was
to draw the two main
characters, based on
what they know about
their personalities and
their appearances so

8/24/2025

far.
MM —
CAAraGer Proee

(T e ooy
: ]

T o

personaity?

ANYTHING

(o spoess)

ABSOLUTEL!
y EVERJTHIN

* Writing summaries
* Answering questions
* Making character

profiles
» Writing a different
ending

* Describing your
feelings
* Reading book
reviews and opinions

16



Dear Diary

Place yoursdf in the shoes of one of the
characters you have just read about and write
a dary entry of akey moment from the story.

Try to choose a moment in the story in which
the character has plenty of interaction and
emotion to share in a dary entry.

You dary entry shoud be around a page in
length and contain_ information you leamt from
the book when the character was in that
specific place and time.

Remember when you are writing a dary entry
You are writing it from first person perspective.
It is usually but not always written in present
tense.

iﬁ] LIFETIME T7ALE IN Dlntunié

Draw the main character from a book you
have recently read Show them as a
baby. midde aged and as an older person.
Undermeath each picture write what you
think they might be doing at that point of
their life.

For example if you drew Harry Potter as

a baby, he might be casting spells on his
mum to feed him lots of yummy food.

8/24/2025

Name
TEXT TO $ELF

Based upon a book you have
read, share a story about
yourself that is related to an
event or character that was in
the book.

great opportunity for
students 1o think about the

A Blooming Goed Book

DivecBors: i o Bower 1 1l ot s book

oo partabot

rornended i of

Books take us on journeys that we
can all share,

And give us the power to go
anywhere!

So no matter just how, or what book,
Or your speed, what I wish for NOW

Is that YOU love to read!
L. Baker

A the S
WONDERFUL™
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The boy who once read books aloud to
cows in the pasture was Jaan Jensen.
Later in life he became known as Johann
Voldemar Jannsen. Or Papa Jannsen, if
you like. A man who became one of the
cornerstones of Estonian culture. Would

he have become such a significant figure
if he had not read books? Hard to say.
But even harder is to imagine a world
where no one reads.

llustration created by ChatGPT
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évi.saluveer@ut.ee
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Useful sources

© Books for Topics. https://www.booksfortopics.com/new-books/

* Candlewick Press. https://www.candlewick.com/

e Children’s Books Ireland. https://childrensbooksireland.ie/

© LoveReading 4Kids. https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

* Nora Désnes: Cross My Heart and Hope to Die — material download.
https://osloliteraryagency.no/2020/06/12/englishmaterialdaasnes-nora-cross-
my-heart-and-hope-to-die-download-here/

© Reading Zone. https://www.readingzone.com/

© School Reading List. https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

© The Kids Book Curator. https://www.thekidsbookscurator.com/

© The Song Walker. Activities.
https://usborne.com/row/quicklinks/quicklink/the-song-walker
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