2026 EATE Summer Seminar ABSTRACTS
*** = repeated session
Monday 24 August 
11:00-12:30 
Room 203 – Caterina Zougli – The Hidden Gem of Reading: How Stories Build Self-Worth, Thinking and Meaning (45 min)***
Abstract
Every child enters the classroom carrying a hidden gem: the ability to think, feel, imagine, connect and find meaning. In early English learning, stories can become the treasure map that helps children discover this inner world. This session explores how story-based ELT can move beyond vocabulary and structures to build young learners’ self-worth, confidence, values, imagination and voice.
Using Happy Toons as a practical example, we will look at how a meaningful story line, lovable characters, songs, routines and playful tasks can help children engage with English while developing the foundations of deeper thinking. Through stories, children learn to predict, respond, empathize, make choices, express feelings and connect language with life. They begin to see English not only as something they learn, but as something they can use to say who they are, what they think and how they relate to others.
The session will show how value education, self-expression, life skills and joyful interaction can turn early reading into a pathway for holistic learner development. Teachers will leave with practical ways to use stories as spaces where every child feels seen, included and encouraged to uncover their own hidden gem: a confident voice, a growing mind and a positive sense of self.
Key Takeaways for Teachers
By the end of the session, teachers will be able to:
1. Use stories as treasure maps for learning
Transform simple story lines into opportunities for curiosity, prediction, emotional response and meaning-making.
2. Build self-worth through classroom participation
Create moments where children feel seen, heard, valued and confident enough to contribute.
3. Connect Happy Toons stories with value education
Use characters and situations to explore kindness, friendship, cooperation, empathy, respect and responsibility.
4. Develop early thinking skills through storytelling
Encourage young learners to notice, wonder, compare, choose, explain, imagine and respond.
5. Strengthen children’s confident voice in English
Help children move from repeating words to expressing feelings, preferences, ideas and simple opinions.
6. Turn reading into holistic development
Use story-based ELT to nurture language, imagination, emotional confidence, social awareness and meaning.
Abstract In Short
This session explores how stories can become treasure maps for young learners, helping them discover language, values, confidence and a voice of their own. Using Happy Toons as a practical example, we will see how story lines, lovable characters, songs and playful tasks support early reading, self-expression, value education and deeper thinking. Teachers will leave with practical ideas for turning story-based lessons into joyful spaces where every child feels seen, included and ready to uncover their hidden gem.
+ Caterina Zougli – Teaching for the Future We Share: Engaging Teen Readers, Building Global Citizens (45 min)***
Abstract: Today’s teenagers are not only learning English for exams, travel or future studies; they are learning to read the world, understand different perspectives and participate responsibly in the future we all share. This session explores how English language teaching can engage teen readers while helping them develop the thinking skills, human skills and global awareness they need to become active, reflective and caring citizens.
Using 4 Minds as a practical example, this session shows how teachers can turn texts into thinking, dialogue and action, helping students develop the language, values and human skills they need for the future we share. Through contemporary themes, cultural topics, life skills sections, presentation skills, mediation tasks and project work, learners are invited to question, connect, interpret, evaluate and express their ideas with confidence.
The session will show how 4 Minds supports a future-ready ELT approach where reading leads to reflection, reflection leads to dialogue, and dialogue leads to agency. Teachers will leave with practical ideas for turning teen reading lessons into spaces where students build language competence, empathy, responsibility, global citizenship and the confidence to contribute to the world around them.
Key takeaways for teachers
By the end of the session, teachers will be able to:
1. Turn texts into thinking, dialogue and action
Use reading passages as springboards for critical thinking, interpretation, discussion and real-world connection.
2. Engage teen readers through meaningful content
Connect texts with contemporary issues, cultural perspectives, values, identity and students’ own lives.
3. Build global citizens through ELT
Help learners develop empathy, responsibility, intercultural awareness, ethical thinking and a sense of contribution.
4. Develop student voice and agency
Move learners from answering comprehension questions to expressing opinions, mediating meaning, presenting ideas and proposing solutions.
5. Use 4 Minds to integrate human skills
Explore how life skills, collaboration, creativity, problem-solving, presentation skills and project work can become a natural part of English learning.
Short program version
This session explores how teen reading lessons can become powerful spaces for thinking, dialogue and global citizenship. Using 4 Minds as a practical example, we will see how teachers can turn texts into thinking, dialogue and action, helping students develop the language, values and human skills they need for the future we share. Teachers will leave with practical ideas for engaging teen readers and building confident, reflective global citizens.
Room 204 – Ene Alas – Activities for alternative assessment: reading and writing
Room 205 – Kadri Arula – Coaching + reading
Room 408 – Natalja Zagura – Reading as action: developing reading competence through action-oriented tasks
The action-oriented approach, as described in the CEFR, views language learners as social agents who use language to accomplish meaningful actions. This session focuses on how reading competence can be developed and demonstrated within action-oriented scenarios, where reading serves a clear purpose rather than functioning as an isolated skill.
The presentation will briefly introduce the key principles of the action-oriented approach, with particular attention to the concepts of action-oriented tasks and scenarios. Participants will then analyse some examples of action-oriented reading scenarios, exploring how different types of reading support decision-making and task completion. In the final part of the session, participants will collaboratively design their own action-oriented reading tasks, suitable for use in their teaching contexts.
The session combines theory and practice and aims to provide teachers with concrete tools for integrating purposeful reading into communicative and action-oriented language teaching.

12:45-13:45
Room 204 – Janice Viinalass – Public speaking
The presentation will deal with the theoretical analysis of teaching conversation which is based on real-life situations and develops learners’ conversational skills in the English language classroom. 
Teaching conversation is the highest and a creative phase of the language learning process. It is characterized by interacting. The principles and steps of teaching conversational English is by using various conversational techniques and are described in this presentation.   In order to achieve the aim of development learners’ conversational skills, teachers should use special conversational techniques such as small-group discussions, role-plays, simulations, improvisations, debates, brainstorming, reporting, interviews and with the ultimate goal of giving a public speech in English.



These steps toward giving a speech as the end goal will be the discussion in this presentation.
Room 205 – Marika Loderaud – Teaching English in a communicative way
Room 408 – Natalja Zagura, Anneli Sigus – The new online resource platform for teachers of Engish
Computer Lab 216 – Maigi Varusk – TI-hüpe (in Estonian)

14:30-15:30
Room 203 – Julia Maakar – From Page to Purpose: Turning National Geographic Learning Texts into Thinking-Rich Classroom Experiences
Coursebook texts provide valuable opportunities for language development, but classroom reading can sometimes remain limited to comprehension and information retrieval. This workshop explores how teachers can transform reading materials into engaging learning experiences that foster discussion, creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking.
Using examples from National Geographic Learning series such as Reflect 3, Close-Up, and Pathways, participants will examine practical ways of extending reading beyond the page.
Participants will analyse authentic classroom examples, explore strategies for generating purposeful discussion and reflection, and experiment with adapting existing reading tasks to suit different learning contexts and proficiency levels.
Participants will leave with practical, classroom-ready ideas for transforming reading activities into meaningful learning experiences that encourage students not only to understand texts, but also to question, interpret, create, and think.

Room 204 – Mark Aldridge (via zoom) – Agatha Christie and Miss Marple
Room 205 – Evi Saluveer – Institute of Education – University of Tartu – A Piece of Cake? Teaching Figurative Language
Teachers wear many hats, classrooms can be zoos, and some learners soak up knowledge like sponges while others let it slip through their fingers. Time flies, deadlines chase us, and report-writing is a marathon, not a sprint. Lost already or do you know exactly what I mean?
This session explores ways of introducing and practising figurative language through examples and activities. We will look at how learners can move beyond the literal to discover the colour, humour and creativity of English. Participants will leave with practical ideas and, hopefully, a few new tricks up their sleeves.

Computer Lab 216 – Kärt Maasik – Academic Writing
In this workshop focused on academic writing, we will explore how to support students in achieving their communicative aims in a more academic context. We will be discussing how students can assess and address rhetorical situations that different text types and tasks might present them with. We will look at what AI tools can do to support students and to reduce teacher workloads in terms of academic writing. This collaborative session is based on my experiences in the OPEN Global course on Academic Writing delivered by Iowa State University. I will also briefly introduce my experiences from the International Society of Technology in Education conference in Florida this summer.

15:45-17:15
Room 203 – Grzegorz Spiewak – Navigating Big Emotion (45 min)***
+ Grzegorz Spiewak – Ready for exam listening (45 min)***
Many students find listening tasks in B2 First exam quite daunting because exam conditions lack the visual clues, interactivity, and other features of real-life communication. Without these supports, learners often feel "lost" and struggle to distinguish correct answers from cleverly placed distractors.
This session offers practical classroom solutions to bridge this gap. We will explore powerful prediction techniques, "cold listening" for context, and micro-listening tasks using audioscripts. You will leave with actionable strategies to help students identify paraphrased options and turn exam techniques into automatic success habits.

Room 204 – Pilvi Rajamäe – Edward Bunne-Jones
Room 205 – Anneli Sigus – Creating reading tasks with AI and assessing their quality
Room 408 – Joanna Jakobson, Liisbet Eero – Computer-based testing: A2 level test (Year 7) and B1 final exam (Year 9)
Computer-based testing in Estonia has been in continuous development in Estonia since 2018. Since 2021, Year 7 students have taken the computer-based national A2 English level test, and in spring 2027, Year 9 students will sit their first computer-based final exam in English. Additionally, development is underway for a computer-based National Exam in English for upper secondary school students. This seminar will explore the past, present and future developments of computer-based testing in Estonia. Particular attention will be given to the A2 level test and the Year 9 final exam.
Computer Lab 216 – Tauri Einberg – Visualising reading texts

Tuesday 25 August
9:00-10:30 
Room 203 – Caterina Zougli – The Hidden Gem of Reading: How Stories Build Self-Worth, Thinking and Meaning (45 min)***
Abstract: Every child enters the classroom carrying a hidden gem: the ability to think, feel, imagine, connect and find meaning. In early English learning, stories can become the treasure map that helps children discover this inner world. This session explores how story-based ELT can move beyond vocabulary and structures to build young learners’ self-worth, confidence, values, imagination and voice.
Using Happy Toons as a practical example, we will look at how a meaningful story line, lovable characters, songs, routines and playful tasks can help children engage with English while developing the foundations of deeper thinking. Through stories, children learn to predict, respond, empathize, make choices, express feelings and connect language with life. They begin to see English not only as something they learn, but as something they can use to say who they are, what they think and how they relate to others.
The session will show how value education, self-expression, life skills and joyful interaction can turn early reading into a pathway for holistic learner development. Teachers will leave with practical ways to use stories as spaces where every child feels seen, included and encouraged to uncover their own hidden gem: a confident voice, a growing mind and a positive sense of self.
Key Takeaways for Teachers
By the end of the session, teachers will be able to:
7. Use stories as treasure maps for learning
Transform simple story lines into opportunities for curiosity, prediction, emotional response and meaning-making.
8. Build self-worth through classroom participation
Create moments where children feel seen, heard, valued and confident enough to contribute.
9. Connect Happy Toons stories with value education
Use characters and situations to explore kindness, friendship, cooperation, empathy, respect and responsibility.
10. Develop early thinking skills through storytelling
Encourage young learners to notice, wonder, compare, choose, explain, imagine and respond.
11. Strengthen children’s confident voice in English
Help children move from repeating words to expressing feelings, preferences, ideas and simple opinions.
12. Turn reading into holistic development
Use story-based ELT to nurture language, imagination, emotional confidence, social awareness and meaning.
Abstract In Short
This session explores how stories can become treasure maps for young learners, helping them discover language, values, confidence and a voice of their own. Using Happy Toons as a practical example, we will see how story lines, lovable characters, songs and playful tasks support early reading, self-expression, value education and deeper thinking. Teachers will leave with practical ideas for turning story-based lessons into joyful spaces where every child feels seen, included and ready to uncover their hidden gem.
+ Caterina Zougli – Teaching for the Future We Share: Engaging Teen Readers, Building Global Citizens (45 min)***
Abstract: Today’s teenagers are not only learning English for exams, travel or future studies; they are learning to read the world, understand different perspectives and participate responsibly in the future we all share. This session explores how English language teaching can engage teen readers while helping them develop the thinking skills, human skills and global awareness they need to become active, reflective and caring citizens.
Using 4 Minds as a practical example, this session shows how teachers can turn texts into thinking, dialogue and action, helping students develop the language, values and human skills they need for the future we share. Through contemporary themes, cultural topics, life skills sections, presentation skills, mediation tasks and project work, learners are invited to question, connect, interpret, evaluate and express their ideas with confidence.
The session will show how 4 Minds supports a future-ready ELT approach where reading leads to reflection, reflection leads to dialogue, and dialogue leads to agency. Teachers will leave with practical ideas for turning teen reading lessons into spaces where students build language competence, empathy, responsibility, global citizenship and the confidence to contribute to the world around them.
Key takeaways for teachers
By the end of the session, teachers will be able to:
6. Turn texts into thinking, dialogue and action
Use reading passages as springboards for critical thinking, interpretation, discussion and real-world connection.
7. Engage teen readers through meaningful content
Connect texts with contemporary issues, cultural perspectives, values, identity and students’ own lives.
8. Build global citizens through ELT
Help learners develop empathy, responsibility, intercultural awareness, ethical thinking and a sense of contribution.
9. Develop student voice and agency
Move learners from answering comprehension questions to expressing opinions, mediating meaning, presenting ideas and proposing solutions.
10. Use 4 Minds to integrate human skills
Explore how life skills, collaboration, creativity, problem-solving, presentation skills and project work can become a natural part of English learning.
Short program version
This session explores how teen reading lessons can become powerful spaces for thinking, dialogue and global citizenship. Using 4 Minds as a practical example, we will see how teachers can turn texts into thinking, dialogue and action, helping students develop the language, values and human skills they need for the future we share. Teachers will leave with practical ideas for engaging teen readers and building confident, reflective global citizens.
Room 204 – Margarita Milli – Classroom Debates: Turn Them Into an Effective Teaching Tool
As a follow-up to the Erasmus+ funded course, the session provides teachers with the tools to introduce debates in their teaching practice, both as a “stand-alone” activity meant to enhance soft skills (such as active listening, researching, empathy, and public speaking). Teachers will learn to energize discussions that will improve student engagement, develop critical thinking skills, and deepen understanding and appreciation of diverse views with a long-term objective of cultivating empathy amongst students. The session will hopefully help teachers identify in which area of their practice to introduce debates as a teaching tool.

Room 205 – Evi Saluveer – Institute of Education – University of Tartu – Children’s literature
Bringing Books to Life in the Young Learner Classroom
D. A. Corneal has described children’s books as “a fascinating blend of simplicity and life lessons – all warm and fuzzy on the outside, but deeply symbolic on the inside. They can be funny, touching, profound, dark, poignant or charming.” For that reason, they offer far more than reading practice and can open up a wealth of possibilities in the young learner classroom.
This session explores how different types of books (e.g. picture books, chapter books, verse novels) support language learning, creativity and meaningful interaction. Participants will discover a variety of authors, memorable characters and engaging titles, along with practical activities that encourage talk, imagination, critical thinking and personal response. Whether you are looking to expand your classroom library or bring fresh ideas to your teaching, this session will hopefully provide inspiration and adaptable takeaways.

Computer Lab 216 – Reti Anmann, Hele Lukki-Lukin – EIS: daily tool for teachers and preparation for computer-based exams 
As computer-based testing is expanding in Estonia, with Year 9 students taking their first final exams digitally in 2027, familiarity with the national testing platform EIS is becoming increasingly important for teachers. This hands-on workshop will provide participants with a practical introduction to EIS as a teaching and assessment tool. Together, we will explore the key features offered by EIS, including individual exercises, exercise sets, and tests. Participants will gain experience creating new tests, assigning existing tests to students, and administering tests within the system. The workshop will be conducted in Estonian.

11:00-12:30
Room 203 – Eva Rein – Atwood “Dearly” as a basis for teaching language and transferable skills
Room 204 – Ülle Türk – Irish crime writing
Room 205 – Anneli Sigus, Kristi Vahenurm – English competitions
Computer Lab 216 – Merike Saar – Learning design with AI
12:45-13:45 Plenary in the festive hall: Krista Kaer on reading and translating
14:30-16:00
Room 203 – Grzegorz Spiewak – Navigating Big Emotion (45 min)***
+ Grzegorz Spiewak – Ready for exam listening (45 min)***
Many students find listening tasks in B2 First exam quite daunting because exam conditions lack the visual clues, interactivity, and other features of real-life communication. Without these supports, learners often feel "lost" and struggle to distinguish correct answers from cleverly placed distractors.
This session offers practical classroom solutions to bridge this gap. We will explore powerful prediction techniques, "cold listening" for context, and micro-listening tasks using audioscripts. You will leave with actionable strategies to help students identify paraphrased options and turn exam techniques into automatic success habits.
Room 204 – Pilvi Rajamäe – Animal art
Room 205 – Marika Loderaud – Agatha Christie events
Room 408 – Home reading panel discussion (with Evi Saluveer, Taivi Õigus, Erika Puusemp, etc.)
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	Grzegorz Śpiewak (Ph.D.)
Teacher of English with nearly 30 years’ experience, academic consultant, ELT project manager, teacher trainer, international conference speaker, author. Currently affiliated with Macmillan Education, as Head ELT Consultant for Central & Eastern Europe and a key teacher trainer, and with the Foundation for the Development of Language Education (REJ) as its president. An Honorary President and advisory board member of IATEFL Poland.
A former academic lecturer and deputy director for English Teaching & CLIL at the Department of English of Warsaw University. An on-line tutor on MA TESOL programme, The New School for Social Research, New York.
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	Tauri Einberg
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	Julia Maakar has been working as an EFL teacher since 2009 and holds CELTA and IH CYLT qualifications. She has taught at the University of Tartu and a state high school in Estonia, and she also has experience working at an international summer camp in the UK. Her students have taken part in international online projects. Julia is passionate about teaching and always approaches the learning process from the learner’s perspective. In her free time, she enjoys listening to audiobooks, traveling, and spending time in the forest, where she finds inspiration. She is also deeply interested in neuro-linguistic programming, coaching, and psychology.
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	Caterina Zougli is an international academic consultant and ELT specialist whose work focuses on transformative approaches to English Language Teaching that integrate holistic development, life skills, and values education. She holds an MA in Teaching from the USA (scholarship awardee) and a BA in English Philology from Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. A certified NLP Practitioner and experienced life-skills trainer, she brings insights from holistic human development, wellbeing, and emotional intelligence into teacher education. With extensive experience in classroom teaching, teacher education, and academic consultancy, Caterina currently serves as an International Academic Consultant for Express Publishing, where she designs and delivers teacher training programs, academic presentations, and pedagogical frameworks for global audiences. Her professional background also includes senior leadership roles in educational business development, franchise expansion, and organizational growth, giving her a unique perspective on the intersection of pedagogy, leadership, and sustainability in education. Her current work focuses on the development and publication of a proprietary Transformative ELT methodology, positioning language learning as a catalyst for identity formation, learner agency, and lifelong growth.
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